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1. Why TED?
2. Principles
3. Apply



Why are you here?



Why TED in ELT?

• interesting
• substantial comprehensible input
• accessible
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A revised circle of 
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TED is…

…a platform for 
global voices

…a promoter of the
global community

…interesting …substantial comprehensible input …accessible



Principles of listening* comprehension

1   before listening (preparing students) 

2   during listening (task design)

3   selection/ adaptation (preparing materials)

3   after listening
What considerations?

What solutions?



Preparing students to watch TED Talks

Engage in the themes and message 

Pre-teach vocabulary – use bio, intro text, transcript 

Prepare for authentic listening 



heading

text

How can we engage students in the themes and message of this talk? 



Work in pairs. Look at the photo. 
Why do you think the traditional 
blue symbol has been changed ?

accessibleicon.org



Preparing students to watch TED Talks

Engage in the themes and message 

Pre-teach vocabulary – use bio, intro text, transcript 

Prepare for authentic listening 



Daniele Quercia
Happy maps

How can we prepare students to listen to a new voice? 





While students are watching TED Talks

Tasks need to be…

doable while you watch

a crutch not a test





Rana El Kaliouby
This app knows how you feel – from the look on your face.







Selection and adaptation of TED Talks

Language demands

Length

Appropriacy 

Critical thinking considerations – T & Ss





FREE Project Pack 

National Geographic Learning is offering the full Daniele Quercia
TED Talk lesson from Perspectives as a project pack. 

The complete project pack includes: 
• Streaming video from Daniele Quercia’s TED Talk
• Downloadable MP3s that work with the lesson
• Student Book pages to print out and use in class
• Teacher Guide pages to help carry out the lesson

The project pack will be emailed to you following this webinar 
along with the Certificate of Attendance! 

*You can also download the Certificate of Attendance and the 
Project Pack in the “Handouts” box on your screen



Your TED recommendations

In the chat box, recommend a TED Talk that may be 
suitable for a teens class. 

Make sure you:
• Write the name of the talk and the speaker.
• Say briefly (one or two sentences) why this may be 
suitable for teens.
• Don’t press enter until you have finished!

The chat box thread will be available to read after the 
webinar
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